The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

NEWS RELEASE

P. 0. Box 54153, Los Angeles, California 90054-0153 * (213) 217-6485 * www.mwdh2o.com

Contact: Bob Muir, (213) 217-6930; (213) 324-5213, mobile
July 17, 2008

METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT STATEMENT ON

PPIC’S “COMPARING FUTURES” REPORT ON DELTA

Timothy F. Brick, chairman of the board of directors of the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California, issues the following statement regarding the report “Comparing Futures
for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta released today by the Public Policy Institute of
California:

“This report shows the way to change the future of the Delta toward a sustainable system.
The old Peripheral Canal of the 1980s was all about water supply and perceived water needs.
The alternative conveyance recommended in today’s PPIC report is about preparing for climate
change, insuring against seismic risk, and balancing the needs of the environment and the
economy.

“Inaction is the most dangerous course, both for this treasured estuary and its water
system that helps feed the nation and provides 70 percent of the water to the San Francisco Bay
area, about 30 percent of the water for Southern California and much of the water for the Central
Valley. Partial action is not an option either. Only bold steps will protect California.

All Californians must embrace the need to restore this ecosystem. The question for the
Delta’s water system isn’t whether to build a better one, but how? The coming inevitable
transition for the Delta, while understandably unsettling for many, must be planned for and
managed in a way that recognizes the many key public values associated with the Delta.

“Metropolitan’s priority is to stabilize—not increase—water supplies from the Delta.
Southern California’s water to meet future needs will come from continued investment in
conservation, recycling and local efforts. That is a very different water management philosophy
from a generation ago. Metropolitan supports partnerships in the Delta that place the needs of

the ecosystem and of the economy on equal footing.
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“This report challenges California and its leaders to urgently pursue a new course for the
Delta. We must all rise to this challenge. The price of failing to seize this opportunity and to
create a sustainable Delta and smarter water system is simply too great.”
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a cooperative of 26 cities and water agencies serving 18 million
people in six counties. The district imports water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local
supplies, and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage and other resource-management
programs.



